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Aloha to all delegations and members of the Permanent Forum.  My name is Lindsay Kukona 
Pakele and I am Senior Executive Advisor for the Nation of Hawai‘i, which is in the Pacific region.  We 
would like to refer to our intervention for Item 12 and our suggestion to the Permanent Forum from last 
year to study the pu‘uhonua model for national land restoration.  We further request that the Permanent 
Forum conduct a study on sustainable, culture-based land management systems like the ahupua‘a that we 
described, which has sustained our Nation for generations. 
 
 There are structural issues here that would be improved by creating other mechanisms for 
submitting information and also making the processes more clear.  It is hard enough to get here.  Let’s do 
better to ensure that all our voices are heard and that we do not leave this space feeling frustrated and 
disappointed when all the challenges that we live with are already hard enough. 
 
 First peoples are experts in our struggles and our successes.  Who we are and the unique 
knowledges that we possess are the key to the survival of our peoples and this world.  We come to this 
Forum to share about our challenges, but more importantly, we come here to listen and to learn about best 
practices we utilize to care for our peoples and our lands.  However, we must be able to speak to be heard 
here and we need more time to connect, share and process the important work that is done here. 
 
 We recommend that the Permanent Forum conduct a study on innovative digital strategies to 
increase participation and accessibility to this important platform.   
 
 We also recommend the development of a virtual forum to increase accessibility for all indigenous 
peoples across the world, and to improve the overall sustainability and effectiveness of the Permanent 
Forum. 
 
 We honor Uncle Steven Tayama, Nation of Hawai‘i’s Head of Security, who has passed on but is 
still watching over us all today.  Mahalo for the time. 


